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the period, which evidently reflected the opinion of influ-
ential and pan-Slavic circles. Thus, at the moment when
the subversive propaganda of the Russian political emis-
saries in the Balkans became more and more pernicious,
though the only rival Great Power still capable by
its " splendid isolation" of intervening in favor of the
reformist intentions of the Turkish Government was
Great Britain, yet Abdul Hamid did not hesitate to
alienate the progressive sympathies of the English
rulers (still disposed to give full credit to constitutional
promises on the strength of the favorable testimony
which Sir Henry Elliot, the ambassador from England
to Constantinople, rendered with regard to the sincere
liberalism and the constructive work of Midhat Pasha
and his collaborators).
This selfish and blind policy of the Sultan, tending
solely to affirm his despotic authority to the detriment
of the vital interests of his Empire, was not long in pro-
ducing its disastrous effects. Although he sought craf-
tily to give to his arbitrary encroachments some sem-
blance of justification, and convoked the Ottoman Parlia-
ment on March 19, 1877, to deceive public opinion, this
hypocritical dramatic trick no longer influenced the
course of events which .continued to move on in conform-
ity with the diplomatic factors which determined them.
On April 24, 1877, Eussia declared war. On February
13, 1878, the British fleet passed through the Darda-
nelles. The next day the Ottoman Parliament was dis-
solved by order of the Sultan. It was not destined to be
.convoked again until thirty years later. Thus, the reform
effort of Midhat Pasha had failed miserably, due on the
one hand to the opposition of uneasy autocracy, and on
sthe other hand to the concerted pressure of foreign
| ambitions.
It could not have succeeded even if it had victoriously
resisted these hostile influences; the average culture of

